
Sermon  9.15.19  
A World of Meaning  Ps. 145/John 1:1-17 

Let us pray: May this time of reflection fill our hearts and minds with God’s gift of 
world of a meaning, in the name of Jesus our Lord.  Amen  

 

Ok, let’s see this morning if we can figure out what comes next. 

Let’s start with something easy: 2, 4, 6, 8, ___   *10*  Ok, we got that 

one.  That was easy.  How about this one?  1, 6, 11, 16, ___   “*21* 

Alright, that was pretty easy, too.  But how about this one? 

1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, 34... *55*  

Right!  And how did we find the answer?  We found the answer by 

paying attention to the pattern.  And I think it becomes more and more 

obvious to us, the longer we live, that all of life is full of patterns. 

There’s a lot of mystery out there, to be sure, and no shortage of chaos 

and unpredictability, but there’s also a lot of meaning... patterns 

attracting our attention and interpretation.  There are messages trying to 

find expression.  

Like wood, our reality has a grain.  Like a river, the world around 

us has a current.  And like a story, our lives our rich with characters and 

settings, plots of conflict and resolution, transformation and redemption. 

All of creation reveals wisdom through its patterns – wisdom about its 

source and purpose – wisdom about our quest to be alive. 

Of course, we often struggle to know how to interpret those 

patterns.  For example, if a tornado destroys our house, an enemy 

explodes a bomb in our city, if a disease takes away someone we love, 

or we lose our job, someone breaks our heart, what does that mean?  Is 



the logic, the pattern of the universe chaos and cruelty?  Does might 

make right?  Is our Creator God capricious and heartless?  

If we only have our worst experiences in life to guide us, then this 

might be our conclusion. 

But this is where the Gospel of John adds insight to the 2 creation 

stories we find in the Book of Genesis.  For you see, the gospel writer 

John, he had a special term for the pattern of meaning God created into 

the universe.  And John called it Logos, which is often translated in 

English as “Word.”  In the beginning was the Word, the Logos, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God.  And this Word, this 

Logos, John said, became flesh and lived among us in a man named 

Jesus.  

And so according to John, if we want to know what God is like and 

if we want to understand what the universe is all about, then we need to 

pay attention to the Logos, to the Word made flesh.  We need to pay 

attention to the meaning, the wisdom and pattern found in the life of 

Jesus.  For he communicated, he lived the logos, the logic, if you will, 

Jesus lived the logic of God in his teachings.  He lived the pattern of 

God in his life.  And he manifested the logos, the essence of God in the 

way he related to others.  

From his birth to his death and beyond, John believed Jesus 

translated the meaning, the pattern, the very heart of God into terms we 

humans can understand, in the Word made flesh - skin and bone, muscle 

and breath, nerve and action. 



So it is then that through the creation stories in Genesis, we are 

guided to look for the pattern, the meaning and wisdom, the logic of God 

woven into the galaxies and planets and creatures of our universe.  And 

in John’s gospel, we are inspired to look for the pattern of God in a poor 

man traveling across the land with a group of students and friends; a 

poor man who tells stories and confronts injustice and always seems to 

be helping people in need because God so loves this world.  God loves 

what God creates. 

And if we can learn to trust the wisdom that comes to us in both 

creation and in Jesus, John says we will live our lives in a new and 

powerful way.  We’ll live our lives in the Logos, the logic of love. 

Discovering again and again that God is our loving parent and all the 

other creatures, they are our relations - we are all relatives in this 1 

family, born of God. 

Now of course we have other options by which to be live, by 

which to be alive.  For example, there are some who live by the logic, 

the pattern of rivalry.  And if this is their understanding of the world, 

then the cosmos is huge coliseum in which we participants, we can only 

survive by competing and defeating our rivals.  In the universe of rivalry 

only the strongest survive, the ruthless are rewarded, the kind are killed 

and the meek are crushed.  We’d better fight, or we’re going to be 

trampled. 

But then others seem to live by the logic, the pattern of 

compliance.  For them the cosmos is a big organization ruled by 

powerful bosses, and our job is to learn the rules and comply.  We need 



to stay in our allotted place.  Do what we’re told; and if we can, curry 

favor with the inner circle of power and then the logic of compliance 

will work to our advantage. 

Still others think the universe is a giant machine, and they live by 

the logic, the pattern of mechanism – action/reaction; cause/effect, 

stimulus/response.  And we can use the mechanism of the universe to 

seek whatever pleasure and power we can get during our short lives, but 

in the end, there’s no meaning to the machine.  There’s nothing beyond 

what is. 

Clearly, the creation stories of Genesis and the Gospel of John, 

they offer us a powerful alternative to the logic of rivalry, and 

compliance.  Our creation stories offer us a different witness that the 

logic of meaningless mechanism.  The creation stories we hold dear dare 

us to believe that the universe runs by the logic of goodness and love. 

The creation stories we hold dear dare us to believe this incredible 

universe is God’s creative project filled with beauty and opportunity, 

challenge and meaning.  And as our world runs on the pattern we see 

embodied in the life of Jesus - we know healing abounds.  Freedom 

grows.  Wisdom expands and goodness runs wild.  

So I wonder...how is your life flowing within the Divine’s river of 

Holy Meaning?  What experiences of the Logos, of the logic of Jesus in 

your life keep you moving forward?  In other words, when have you 

been the recipient of the Divine’s pattern of love and grace?  And then, 

when have you offered the healing balm of forgiveness, of love, of 

mercy to another?  Think about these 2 things for a moment...And open 



your hands as you look at and ponder these questions...When have you 

received (1 hand) and when have you given? (other hand)  What are the 

first things that come to your mind and heart?  When have you received 

the logic, the logos of love and when have you shared it?  

These sacred moments in our stories, they are God’s gift of 

meaning and purpose for us.  They help us to know how truly alive we 

all are in the Logos, the Word made Flesh, the Logic of Love.  May we 

continue to follow Jesus’ pattern of grace and truth.  Amen 

 


