
The first reading we heard this morning is really the second creation account found in the book 
of Genesis. The conflict presented in this account is found in verse 18 when God states, “It is not 
good that man should be alone” (Gen. 2:18 NRSV) and the reader needs to wait an additional 
four verses until the official resolution found. This is where the creation of woman becomes the 
pinnacle, the crowning event, in this creation story. It is a beautiful scene where these two 
creatures, bone of bone and flesh of flesh, ultimately find significance together and in sharing the 
same breath of life with all of creation. The highlight of this story is to realize that humankind 
needs each other and we are all, in fact, one. We are all uniquely created, designed to be each 
other’s helpers, partners, in work, in creativity, and in love. The letter to the church in Corinth 
emphasizes this interdependence stating, “For just as the body is one and has many members, 
and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all 
made to drink of one Spirit.” (1 Cor. 12:12-13 NRSV) 
 
Overall, this creation account displays how humanity is designed to be in mutual relationships 
with one another – to not be alone. There is a need for connectedness, personal relationships, and 
for shared community - for life to be found in and through this community – and that is good, 
very good. We find this at the very heart of the mission King of Kings embarked on 3 years ago, 
and we as a church, took another step forward last year. People are yearning for a God-centered 
community, reflective of the love and the image we were designed to embody. Today, we 
celebrate a year into this next chapter of King of Kings 2.0 and I am grateful for a couple people, 
who have been a part of the Dulles South journey, are willing to share with us today. 
 
Guest Speakers – Kathy Owens, Les Jones, George Cusson (10am only) 
 
In the garden that God placed humankind in, we hear of two trees – the first was the tree of life 
and the other was the tree of knowledge of good and evil. God prohibits man from eating from 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil, and maybe this is because if we do, then we become our 
own worst enemies – judging who or what is good, but also who or what is evil. Unfortunately, 
our guidelines are all too often impaired and neglect our created unity and connectedness that 
was shared earlier. Yet, isn’t this what Jesus encounters in the synagogue that day, when he asks 
the question - “Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to 
save life or to kill?” But they were silent.” (Mark 3:4 NRSV) In his anger and grief over their 
silence, he asks the man with the withered hand to come forward and extend his hand out. And 
then it is instantly restored. Incredibly, God uses the simple gesture, the extension of a hand to 
offer healing, restoration, and renewal. I believe, through King of Kings 2.0, we are refusing to 
remain silent. Jesus has called us to come forward, in faith, to extend our hands out in unison – 
thereby extending God’s kingdom of love, mercy, grace, and redemption to those already 
seeking in Loudoun County and beyond. As much as we have been nourished by the tree of life, 
may we never forget to keep extending that same life to others. From all of us in Dulles South, 
we say thank you, and may we keep extending our hands outward in faith.  


