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King of Kings Lutheran Church and Preschool 
Following Christ, Living Faithfully, Serving Others 

 
 

The Baptism of our Lord  

February 4, 2024 
 

10 am In-Person and Online Worship Livestream at Facebook & kofk.org  

 

Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God moved over the waters.  

Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ 

baptism from John’s.  The Spirit has come upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved 

children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and peace. 

 

 

Our Worship Assistant today is Roger Stern. 
Our Greeters are Bill and Pam Timko and our Acolyte is Lucy Rangel.  

Michael Blair and Mike Hanson are assisting with ushering. 
Erica & Jesse Rangel are serving on Altar Care. 

 

 

 

+ GATHERING+ 

 
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome and Worship Notes  

You are invited to share in our table fellowship - gather with us around bread and wine/grape juice that you place 

on your table at home.  As we are united by the Spirit of God who transcends all space and time, we are fed and 

nourished by Christ’s gift of himself that fills us with holy love, divine peace, and new life. 

 

 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our salvation. 

Amen 
 

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

We confess that too often we hoard our joy, our resources, and our security. We nurture conflict and build 

barriers.  We neglect the needs of our neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation.  Have mercy on us. 

 

Where we are self-centered, open our hearts.  Where we are reluctant, give us courage.  Where we are 

cynical, restore our trust.  Renew us with your grace. 

 

Hear the good news: We are God's beloved and heirs of God’s promises through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.  

In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and redeemed.  Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall know the salvation of 

God.  Amen 
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*Kyrie          ELW p.175 
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*Canticle of Praise            ELW p.176 

 
*Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

And also with you. 

 

*Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray…Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters.  Immerse us in 

your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen 

 

 

+ WORD + 
 

Time with our Children  

 

 

First Reading   Acts 19:1-7 
A reading from the Book of Acts beginning in the 19th chapter. 

 

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, where he found 

some disciples.  He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became believers?”  They replied, 

“No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”  Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?”  

They answered, “Into John’s baptism.”  Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the 

people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.”  

 

On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.  When Paul had laid his hands on them, the 

Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—altogether there were about twelve of 

them. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God.  



4 

 

*Gospel Acclamation         ELW p.179 

 

 

 

 
 

 

*Gospel  Mark 1:4-11 

 

The holy gospel according to St. Mark beginning in the 1st chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord.  

 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  

And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather 

belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I 

is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized you with 

water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.  And just as he was 

coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him.  And a 

voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

 

 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Sermon               The Rev. Lynn M. Miller 

                                                                                                                Senior Pastor 

 

 

*Hymn of the Day          ELW #304 
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*Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father; and 

he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen   

 

*Prayers of Intercession 

 

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for ourselves, our neighbors, and 

the world God loves. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

God of forgiveness, inspire wisdom and a spirit of proclamation in your church.  Encourage us to live into the 

promises of baptism, working for justice and peace in all the world. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

God of all creation, restore the rivers in which your children are baptized.  May fields flourish and grow.  Summon 

the stewards and caretakers of the land to cherish your good works.   Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

You Lord are present in every country and community.  Raise and give strength to leaders committed to equity 

and healing.  Grant them discernment and compassion as they lead in love.   

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
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God of health and healing, protect and cherish the most vulnerable among us.  Accompany those separated from 

family or hurting from broken relationships.  Shelter our unhoused neighbors and any experiencing poverty. 

Protect those incarcerated in prisons and detention centers.  Care for the sick and suffering, especially those we 

name before you in the silence of our hearts… Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Trusting the assurance of the Holy Spirit, we remember all who have died and rest in God’s eternal care.  Give 

hope to those who grieve as we trust in your promise of resurrection.  Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your abundant grace. Amen 

 

*Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always.    And also with you. 

 

 

+ Meal + 
Offering of Gifts 

We appreciate your ongoing support of our work in the community and the world.   

Sharing our gifts is a significant act of worship.   

At King of Kings, we see our offering as a practice of gratitude, sacrifice, and joy.   

If you are new to King of Kings and choose to give financially,  

we thank you for your generosity and trust you'll be blessed through your giving. 

You can give online at...Kofk.org Resources/Online Giving. 

You can Text-to-Give at 844-251-6727 and follow the one-time setup. 

 

Special Music    “As Jesus Walked into the Stream”     Women’s vocal ensemble 

 

*Offering Prayer 

Let us pray… God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered.  Join our hearts with the songs of 

the angels and gather us at your table of celebration.  Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of 

your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh.  Amen 

 

*Dialog 
The Lord be with you.      And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.      We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*Words of Institution 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant 

in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  Save us 

from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever. Amen 

 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
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Distribution  
All are welcome to the table, where Jesus is host and offers himself to all who desire to receive. This is truly our 

Lord's table.  We believe Jesus is present in this meal – in the invitation, in the bread and cup, and in the precious 

words that his body and blood are given and shed "for you."  This meal is indeed given for you for the forgiveness 

of sins and as a promise of our Lord's eternal presence with you.  Take and eat – take and drink. 

 

Communion Song                               ELW p.182 

 

 
 

*Blessing 

May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen 

 

*Prayer  

Let us pray… God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and life.  As you have 

gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your peace.  Make us shine with the good news of your glory, 

made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

 

*Benediction 

God bless you and keep you, ☩ Jesus grant you grace and truth, and the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, 

now and forever.  Amen 
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*Sending Song           ELW #310 

 
 

 

*Dismissal 

We go out in mission:  

Following Christ, Living Faithfully, Serving Others. 

 

Go in peace.  You are God’s beloved.   

Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

*Postlude 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
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